


 
 
 
 

COMMENTS  
 
 

Comments received for CHA Draft Report (December 7, 2009, CHA Project No. 
20085.1060.1510) for the Assessment of Dam Safety of Coal Combustion Surface 
Impoundments Duke Energy – W.C. Beckjord Station, New Richmond, OH.  
Comments include; 

 
• EPA comments - None; 
• OH DNR comments received on January 5, 2010 and January 28, 2010; and 
• Duke Energy comments received on January 28, 2010. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Final Report 
Assessment of Dam Safety of Coal Combustion Surface Impoundments 

Duke Energy – W.C. Beckjord Station 
New Richmond, OH 

 
 

Comments Received from the EPA  
In Response to CHA Draft Report dated December 7, 2009 

None Received 
 
 

CHA Project No. 20085.1060.1510 
 



Comments 
 
EPA HQ -  None. Notes: Contractor rated facility (all four units) as POOR- contractor 
recommends a detailed stability analysis for all four units.  The stability analysis for each 
pond should include a subsurface investigation to determine exiting soil parameters in the 
embankments and foundation soils.  Also install piezometers to determine the current 
pheratic surface.  Contractor also states this facility does not have adequate inspection 
practices and should develop a more detailed inspection procedure to insure an adequate 
inspection.  The contractor was not provided with sufficient information to determine if 
all four units were constructed on wet ash, slag or other unsuitable materials. 
 
EPA Region – None.  
 
State -  
 
 
From: "Brian Queen" <brian.queen@epa.state.oh.us> 
To: James Kohler/DC/USEPA/US@EPA 
Cc: "Craig Butler" <Craig.Butler@epa.state.oh.us>, "Dan Harris" <dan.harris@epa.state.oh.us>,  

"Dave Chenault" <dave.chenault@epa.state.oh.us>, "Dave Schuetz" <dave.schuetz@epa.state.oh.us>,  
"George Elmaraghy" <George.Elmaraghy@epa.state.oh.us>, "Jeff Hines" <Jeff.Hines@epa.state.oh.us>,  
"Jim Sferra" <jim.sferra@epa.state.oh.us>, "Jim Simpson" <Jim.Simpson@epa.state.oh.us>,  
"Jon Bernstein" <Jon.Bernstein@epa.state.oh.us>, "Pam Allen" <pam.allen@epa.state.oh.us>,  
"Paul Novak" <Paul.Novak@epa.state.oh.us>, "Rich Fox" <rich.fox@epa.state.oh.us> 

Date: 01/05/2010 10:41 AM 
Subject: Draft Coal Ash Impoundment Assessment Reports 

 
 
Dear Mr. Kohler 
 
Thank you for providing Ohio EPA the opportunity to review the Draft 
Coal Ash Impoundment Assessment Reports.  We appreciate you keeping us 
involved in this process.  If US EPA decides to issue press releases for 
these facilities we would appreciate seeing them before they're released 
as you did for AEP Philip Sporn. 
 
The reports' descriptions of the facilities field evaluations and the 
assessments of the loading conditions appear to be accurate for all six 
facilities and we have no comments at this time.  
 
Thanks 
 
Brian Queen 
(740) 380-5420 
brian.queen@epa.state.oh.us 
 
 
Also: See letter dated January 28, 2010 (comments from Ohio State Dam Safety 
Engineering Program).  
 
Company – See letter dated January 28, 2010. 
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Comments Received from OH DNR 
In Response to CHA Draft Report dated December 7, 2009  

Email dated January 5, 2010 and  
Letter dated January 28, 2010 

 
 

CHA Project No. 20085.1060.1510 



Comments 
 
EPA HQ -  None. Notes: Contractor rated facility (all four units) as POOR- contractor 
recommends a detailed stability analysis for all four units.  The stability analysis for each 
pond should include a subsurface investigation to determine exiting soil parameters in the 
embankments and foundation soils.  Also install piezometers to determine the current 
pheratic surface.  Contractor also states this facility does not have adequate inspection 
practices and should develop a more detailed inspection procedure to insure an adequate 
inspection.  The contractor was not provided with sufficient information to determine if 
all four units were constructed on wet ash, slag or other unsuitable materials. 
 
EPA Region – None.  
 
State -  
 
 
From: "Brian Queen" <brian.queen@epa.state.oh.us> 
To: James Kohler/DC/USEPA/US@EPA 
Cc: "Craig Butler" <Craig.Butler@epa.state.oh.us>, "Dan Harris" <dan.harris@epa.state.oh.us>,  

"Dave Chenault" <dave.chenault@epa.state.oh.us>, "Dave Schuetz" <dave.schuetz@epa.state.oh.us>,  
"George Elmaraghy" <George.Elmaraghy@epa.state.oh.us>, "Jeff Hines" <Jeff.Hines@epa.state.oh.us>,  
"Jim Sferra" <jim.sferra@epa.state.oh.us>, "Jim Simpson" <Jim.Simpson@epa.state.oh.us>,  
"Jon Bernstein" <Jon.Bernstein@epa.state.oh.us>, "Pam Allen" <pam.allen@epa.state.oh.us>,  
"Paul Novak" <Paul.Novak@epa.state.oh.us>, "Rich Fox" <rich.fox@epa.state.oh.us> 

Date: 01/05/2010 10:41 AM 
Subject: Draft Coal Ash Impoundment Assessment Reports 

 
 
Dear Mr. Kohler 
 
Thank you for providing Ohio EPA the opportunity to review the Draft 
Coal Ash Impoundment Assessment Reports.  We appreciate you keeping us 
involved in this process.  If US EPA decides to issue press releases for 
these facilities we would appreciate seeing them before they're released 
as you did for AEP Philip Sporn. 
 
The reports' descriptions of the facilities field evaluations and the 
assessments of the loading conditions appear to be accurate for all six 
facilities and we have no comments at this time.  
 
Thanks 
 
Brian Queen 
(740) 380-5420 
brian.queen@epa.state.oh.us 
 
 
Also: See letter dated January 28, 2010 (comments from Ohio State Dam Safety 
Engineering Program).  
 
Company – See letter dated January 28, 2010. 









 
 
 
 

Final Report 
Assessment of Dam Safety of Coal Combustion Surface Impoundments 

Duke Energy – W.C. Beckjord Station 
New Richmond, OH 

 
Comments Received from Duke Energy 

In Response to CHA Draft Report dated December 7, 2009 
Comments Received January 28, 2010 
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